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A SERMON PREACHED 
BEFORE THE KINGES. 


Maieſtie, by J. Hopkins, one of 
his Highneſſe 2 


EZRA. 7. 
. And whoſoeuer ö kit = the Law of 15 God; 
«|| «ndrbe Kings lam, lit him haus indgement without 
cre i delay whether it be vnto death,or to baniſhment ,or 
itn> 1 confi/Cation of goodes,or to impriſonment, 
Blefed be = Ld God of our Fathers, which 
Ibach put inthe Kings art, to beautiſis the houſs 
a y_ Lord that is in Ieruſalem. 
wiz „ peciall duetie requited i ina 
| Miniſter ofthe Goſpel, is to 
apply himſelfe in his teaching 
to the preſent time and oc: 
A caſion, in handling fuck 
poyntes of doctrine, as may be fineſ} for 
the hearers : from which ground I haue 
made choyſe of this Scripture, couſiſting 
of theſe two partes. | 
1 The footeoy coneluſion of 4 Commiſion 
leraumtea by Artafhaſhre the Perſian Mo 
vrch 10 Ezra the Pricft, for the fabliſhing of 
Religion,and puniſhing of 0 1 25 
2 Athankes gining of Ezra for this great 
benefit, that God bad ſo moourd the heart of 
the King io have ſuch care = lis Church. 


The 


"preached before the King. — 
The words of the text are ſo plaine;they 
need no farther interpretation! wil there. 
fore endeuour to collect and gather ſuch 
profitable inſtructions, as will directly a- 
riſe out of the ſame, for our ediſication. 

It appeares by all this Edi, that this 
Heathen K ing had a ſpeciall regard & care 
for the ſeruice of the great God of heauen: 
which care ofhis (though hee were a hea- 
then man) came not of a heathen ſpirir,but 
by the ſpetiall direction of the ſpirir of 
God; and no doubt recorded by the holy 
Ghoſt, to be an example and mouing pre- 
ſident to all Chriſtian Princes, to looke vn- 
to this poynt as a principall dutie required 
attheir hands ofthe Lord, by whom they 
raigne,8 of who they holdtheir crownes: 
namely to aduance the glory of God in ſets 
ting vp and maintayning his worſhip and 
ſeruice, and to correct and puniſh the con- 
tomners and tranſgreſſors of ihe fame, And 
as their loue ynto God hath drawne godly 
and good Princes to this care, ſo hereunto 

tola.rs, are all the promiſes of happines tyed. 1oſus | 
being commaunded to obicrue and do ac- 
cording to all written in Gods law, was 


promiſed thereby to haue his way proſpe- 


 eM.Hophins Sermon 
rous, and thereby to haue good ſuccefſe? 
When the Lord promiſed the King - 
5 dome of 1ſ#ael to Ieroboam, the Prophet 1. Kia ir 
1. | ſpcakerh thus to him from the Lord. Ft hon 38. 
e — to all that I commaund thee, and wilt 
his ke in my wayes, and do right in my ſight, 
is keepe my ſtatutes & my commaundements, 
4 Dauid my ſeruant dias then will ] be with 
thee, and will build thee a ſure houſe, as I did 
1 Dauid, and will gine Iſrael to thee. So as 
all this proſperitie to him and to his ſecede, 
was ptomiſed vnder this condition, of pra- 
Qiſing the Statutes 8& Commaundements (. . 
of God. The ſtorie reporteth of Yz2/4h — 
that he ſought God in the daies of Zachari. 6. 
ah the Prieſt, who vnderſtood the viſions 
of God: and when he ſought God, God 
made him to proſper . Jotham alſo became 
mighty, becauſe he directed his wayes be- 
fore the Lord: whereto agrecth the ſaying 
A od of our Sauiour: If any man ſerue me, him wil Ieh. u. 
dl my father honour. Now, as al theſe bleſsings 
TY were thus promiſed, & performed; ſo the 
„ falling from this courſe, hath bin the ouer- 
70 throw of many great Princes, with their 
er pouſes as appeareth in the examples of Saul, 
N ſerroboum, toes, with many other. Seeing 


2 1 A3. there: 
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131 1.2. 
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Exod. 4 


el.. Fephins Sermon 
therfore this dutie is both commaunded of 

almighty God, graced & bleſſed with pro- 
miſes of happines; and the neglect thereof 
hath been ſo fearcfully puniſhed, theſe can 
not be but ſtrong and powerfull motiue: 
to perſwade euery one, to the true care and 
practiſe therof: But it is commonly grauns 
ted of all that haue any ſparke of true reli - 
gion, that Gods honour in the eſtabliſhing 
ot his warſhip, is tobe ſoughtand put in 
practiſe; but in the performance thereof, 
what ſloutlifulnes there is, euery place yecl- 
derh too many examples: yea thoſe that 
haue otherwiſe good graces, and largely 
taſted of the hgauenly light, herein are too 
ſlacke, finding excuſes, as did the people in 
Hagges time; who denied not to build the 
Lordes houſe, but ſayd it was not yet time 
to do it; They haue their excuſes with the 
Spouſe, who though ſhe knew it was her 
beloued that knocked, yet makes this an- 
{were : I haue put off my coate, how ſhall 1 put 
"it on? I haue waſhed my feete, how ſhall 1 de- 
file them? Like Moſes, who though he knew 
well he ought ro obey God, yet makes ma- 
nie excuſes and delayes : as appeareth in 
the 4˙0f Exodus. But it we obſerue the = 
FP cf 


| der of our | 
ſet in the firſt place, teacheth vs that it 
ſhould be the firſt care and practiſe of all 
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tex, we ſhal finde that this being 


worthy and Chriſtian Princes, as the true 
round-worke & foundation of all future 
ppines: yea the firſt care and practiſe aof 
euery one of what calling or condition ſo- 
euer. And this order Almighty God hath 
obſerued in giuing vs his Law placing the 


duties of his ſervice in the firſt table, as firſt 


and principally to be reſpected and obeyed. 
The like order our Sauiout hath giuen vs 
in our Prayers, teaching vs to pray for the 
ſanctifying of his Name, glory of Kiog- 
dome, & obedience to his VV ill, before all 
or any earthly or ſpirituall benefite to our 
ſelues. Vnto this allo agre eth that cõmaun- 
dement of our ſauiour Chriſt Mat. 6. Firſt 
feeke the kingdame of Cod. cc. This therfote 
being Gods order & commandement, muſt 
of neceſsitie be our practiſe; whereto alſo 
we are prouoked, ſpeciallʒ Kings & Prin- 
ces, that are Gods Leiutenants vpon earth, 


by many famous & memorable examples 


recorded inthe holy Sctipture. 


Cidton being appoynted of the Lord the lud. 627. 


deliuerer of his people fromthe Midianites, 
| A 4. the 


the n he receiued/ 
| which he allo firſt put in praftiſe, was to 
1. Chr. 2c. deſtroy the Alter of Baal. Hezechia the firſt 
8 yeercandfirſt moneth of his raigne, ope- 

ꝛ chr 3a ed the Temple dores', Ioſia being but a 

An 


child of fixteene yeeres old, began then to 


ſeeke the Lord God of his fathers . Vea, 
cyrus in the firſt yeere of his kingdome at 
Babel, having as Ioſephus recordeth in his 
eleuenth Booke and fyrſt Chapter of his 
Antiquities: Read the propheſie of Eſay 
made almoſt 200. yeere before of him, that 
he ſhould be the reſtorer of the ewes s in 
tnat fyrſt yecre performed that famous 
worke of ſending thoſe Captiues home, 
and giuing order fer the building of the 
Temple. Pur the famous and memorable 
example of our late Soueraine, of all other 
annot be forgotten, but will euer be as 
ſw eete perfume in the houſe of God, who 
f/ ding at the entrance into her kingdome, 
the Church defaced, the whole forme of 
Gods worſhip corrupted, idolatrie practi- 
ſed, the true preaching of Gods word ba- 
niſhed, groues and hill- alters in all places 
erected and maintained, the Prieſt 8 Sons 
of Agron, yet left altuc from the eruelty of 


| 1 


that time remaining in baniſhment : Her 

Maieſtie in the very entrauuce into her 
raigne, againſt the liking of all her neigh- 
bour Princes, ſome of them threatning her 
with ſharpe Warre for the ſame; and alſo 


- {| contrary to the will of moſt of her counſell 


(being at that time otherwiſe affected) 
clenſed the Temples, called home her ba- 
niſhed, reſtored true Religion, and eſtabli- 
ſhed the Church in that ſtate & condition, 
that the floriſhing thereof hath bin famous 
through the world, holding with a moſt 
conſtant reſolution (aboue the wonted cu- 
ſtome of that ſexe) the continuance thereof 


againſt all contrarie perſwaſions, to her laſt 


end: VV hich worke of her Maieſtie, how 
the Lord hath bleſſed, the length and peace 
of ber raigre, and the flouriſhing of the 
Church with ſo many worthy and excel 
lent men, gives manifeſt demonſtration, 
Let vs then euery one looke ynto this 
dutie, as the firſt None and maine ground- 
worke of all our happineſſe; which beiug 
not layde, all carthly glory will be but as a 


houſe built on the ſand: yea like Jehoſaphats a Chr ꝛ0 | 
ſhyppes built at Zzion Cabar, that brake in. 37+ 


peeces whenthere was greateſt expectatiõ 


of 


TT 
| 
11 


the couenantz and compelled all that were 


Sen. 12. of their vſes. Like the Tower of Babel 
| began in pride, and ended in confuſion, 


The Lord heerein bleſſe and ſanctiſie the 
heart of our Soueraine, that as his Maieſtie 
hath knowne the Scriptures of a child, and 
bin brought vp(as Samuel)in the Temple of 
the Lords ſo his royall at me may {till be 
ſtrengthned in this glorious worke: & that 
he may be like the morning light, which 
is clecrer and cleerer, till it be perfect day. 
Now if it be obie cted, that theſe poynts 
are needleſſe to be handled, ſaying as did 
Kora, the Lords people are holy inough, 
there is no need ot theſe admonitions: The 
wordes ofthe text will cleere this poynt: 
Whoſoener will not do the lam of thy God. exc. 
So that it is not inough that the lawes of 
God be cſtabliſhed, or that they be profeſ- 
ſed, dut that they be religiouſſy obeyed & 
ptactiſed. And the looking to this poynt is 
a ſpcciall dutie of achriſtian Prince: Sol oru- 
lus mundi, Princeps regni; and very famous 
to this purpoſe is the example of good lo. 


ſia, who made a couenant with the Lord, 


both for himſelfe in his owe praftiſe, aud 
for his people, whom he cauſed to ſtand to 


ound 


<4 PATIO ann = cn 0 „ Am, bc 


Ahe hound in 1/7ael,to ſerue he Lone Col 


And the preſent example of this Heathen 
Monarch alſo, being recorded by the holy 
Ghoſt for vs, vpon whom the ends of the 
world are come, ſhould be no ſmal prouo- 
cation to all perſons profeſßing chriſtian 
religion, to further the true practiſe of obe- 
dience to Gods law, by all good meanes 
whatſoeuer. VV hat neede there is of this 
care, and how behoouefull it is for vs to be 
ſtirred vp therto, both by cxhorcations & 
examples, the great prophaneneſſe of this 
euill & late age ot the vrotld, prooueth too 
planely. For although religion (as was be- 
fore remembred)is happily eſtabl iſhed, the 
Church hauing both reuerend Biſhops & 
worthy Teachers, yet touching chriſtian 
conuet ſation inthe practiſe of Religion, 
we may complaine as doth the Prophet ie- er g, 
remy in the 8. Chapter. I harkened e heard, 
but none ſpake aright 3 no man repented bim 
of his wickedneſſe ſaying, What baue I done? 
excry one turneth to bis race, asthe Horſe ru- 
fheth into the battell yea that which the 
Prophet Hoſe ſpeaketh in his 4. Chapter, 
By ſwearing,and lying, &. flealing, & tiling, 
and whoringthey breake aur, aua blond wo 
3 cheth 


D 


of. len e 


cheth blood. Thc complaints may be alike; 
for the:1m25are alice: ſounde dot ine; 


cke ma mers: good religion, euill practiſet 
in our profeſ. ion we lay we will go worke 
inthe Vineyard, but in our ptactue neuer 
come there: like the Figtree which Criſt 
curſed full of leaues, but n fruite: like the 
Church of Sardis, nau: a name that we liue, 


but are deal. Athiſmne hath preuayled 


mightily, the diuill labouring, not as here» 
rofoce oacly to trouble the quiet of the 
Church, he dooth nowe iugulum petere, 
ſeeke to cut the throate of all Religion, by 
bringing in a prophane ſcorne and con- 
tempt both of the ground and practiſe of 
all godlyneſſ:; and would to God the 


trueth of this were not ſo maniteſt that it 


ſhoald nee i tryall. For prophaning the ſa- 


cred name of God by horrible oathes, is 
moſt common; yea in that fearctull man- 
ner, as if they would cruciſie the Sonne of 
Goda freſh . Sacramentes not regarded, 
Sabaothes not ſanctified, Prayer onely 
made a cerimonie : and for vntemperate 
& vncleane life, we may againe complaine 


Ho& 4, With the Prophet Hoſea, M horedam, Vine, 


Exod, aud nem Mine, take away the bart : yea, all. 


thcls 


preached by M. Hophens. | 
theſe ſo common, and ſo many, that they 
ae as the Frogges of Egypt, that came into 
the Kinges Chamber. Beſides all this, ig- 
vorance in the common and meaner fort 5 
yea groſſe ignoraunce, ſo that it may truly 
be ſayd with the Apoſtle in the fift to the 
Hebrewes : Whereas concerning the time, 
yee might haue been teachers, you haue yet 


- | neede to be taug ht the principles of Religion, 
and as babes to be fed with Milke. 


A great cauſe of theſe miſchieues is 


in the labourers, for there is want of la- 


bourers, and want in labourers; many 
cannot labour, many will not labour, no 
though they haue latge allowance of the 
Churche: beeing worſe then the Pro- 


I phets in Ieremies time, for they prophe- 


ſied for money, theſe haue money, and 
propheſie not; nay vrhich is worſe, ap- 
poynt none to propheſie for them: ſo as, 
many great Congregations haue onely a 
blinde Guyde to watch ouer them. Other 
like the Scribes and Phariſies fitting in 
Hoſes Chayre, ſay and doe not, like 
vnto Boate - men looke ing one way, and 


rowing another. "A 
| Hereby 


Hereby it commeth to paſſe that religiag 
harh been ſo little regarded, Seminarics &: 
Schiſmatikes haue ſo preuayled: for they 
haue mined, and we haue not countermi- 
ned; but my Lord the King is wiſe as the 
Angell of God, hee will both finde out, 
and reforme theſe abuſes in due time. 

It folowes in the text, ana the Kings lam. 
Next vnto God, Princes are to be obeyed 
as Gods Vicegerentes and Liuetenantey: 
on earth; to whoſe Maieſtie they owe their 
allegiance, and to no earthly creature: to 
vrhom the Lord hath giuen an authoritie 
immediate from himmſelfe, whoſe authori- 
tie whos reſiſteth, reſiſteth the ordinance 


Rom. 3. of God, as ſayth the Apoitle. This duetie 


Chriſt practiſed & his Apoſtles, euen when! 


Tiberius, as euill and tirannous Princes ruled, a8 
Nero. cuer commaunded on earth. From the 


breach ofthis the primatiue Church euer 
ſreed themſelues in all their practiſes, and 
apologes: and the contempt of Magiſtracy' 
hath the Lord ſeuecrely puniſhed, as may 
appcare in Abſolom,Zimri,& molt famous 
in the example of Zedechia for his rebellis 
on againſt the king of Babel, as doth ap- 


Peare in the hiſtory, and particularly inthe |; 


ws eached before the Ring. 
. of the Prophet — the 
breaking ofthis oath, though made to a 
# beathẽ prince, is ſo ofiẽ vrged againſt him. 
hut in theſe wordes, be Rings low, there 
is a farther thiog to be conſidereds tor by 
ur; | this Law heere mentioned, is eſpecially 
x | meant the edit for the finiſhing of the 
Temple, and ſetting vp the ſeruice of the 
Lord, heing in deed the decree of God 
| | himſelfe, whichthe King calleth alſo his 
lav, becauſe he hath ratified it by his autho- 
; | riry.So as heere is an example for all Chri- 
ſtian Princes, to make Gods law their law, 
Gods tauſe their cauſe, Gods wrong their 
; | wrong, Gods honour their honour, and 
ie | Gods enemies their enemies. Such holy 
reale hath oſten been ſeene in religious 
Princes, who haue fo highly eſteemed of 
; | Gods honour, that they haue made their 
dignity ro ſtand or fall ith it: and this is a 
ciall end of the aduauncements of Prin- 


N | ces by Almighty God into his throanei to 
I raigne as Kings inhisſtead(as the Queene 
of Sabs ſpeaketh to Salomon) to caule obe- 


dienceto be giuen to him, and toſee that 2.Chro.9 


his law: be not contemned hecre on carth, 


And boy peedfull tus is, our dayly expen 
FE Fx. 5 che 


prac] 5 wi 9 | 
ence teacheth vs. 
faythfully preached, if good lawes want, 
there is ſtill diſorderand rebellion againſt 
God. ö 7 t AER 
Hicherto we haue heard of the ofſendots 
who they areʒnow followes the iudgtnent 
that ſhould be executed vpon them: in 
which the action to be done is generlly ſet 
devwyc, and after ward diſtributed into par: 
ticulars : with the generall there are t 
circumſtances anne xed, of the perſons and 
of the time: the perſons, whoſocuer "the 
time, without dclay. ah 
This execution of Judgement, is the 
bond of all; the life and edge ot the Law 
without which it is a dead letter: Fot lawet 
(though neuer ſo good) without due exe 


cution, are like Jupiters Blocke throwyne 


among the Frogges, at the firſt, feared for 
his greatneſſe, and afcerward deſpiſed for, 
his ſtilneſſe: like Shot without Bullet, like: 
a Scar-crow, or like the Sword of Galiab 
wrapt in a cloth, and layde behinde the 
Ephod. The want of execution of iuſtice,) 
giues encouragement to the euill ders. 
Inis the firſt argument, the wicked yſe ta 


rere he te 


eſt, 


(di 


perſwade othersto ioyne with them wer 


; * „ * ö beſo - 1 King. , 
will do it, ſay they, freely or without pu⸗ 


niſnment: and as it is in the fiftie Pſalme, 


1 helde amy peace, and tbou thoughteſt 1 was 
like unite thee. Impunitas aft pecans. 
ilecebra. No fach — as 
impunirie, the beſt are drawen to vertue 
by loue, but the moſt muſt be compelled hy 
fearc; Oderunt peccare mali formidine pane. 
The.twochicfe bands to keepe men in, is 
either feate of God,or feare of Law: but 
where conſcience is not, nor law executed, 
of all ſuch it may be ſayd as Abrabam ſayd 


ol che houſe of Alimilech, The feare of Geng, | 
Cod it not in this place, and they may kill me 


for my wines ſake. . + - IEF | 

If the Magiſtrate puniſh not, he beares 
his Sworde in vaine. The Magiſtrates 
Sword is defenſiue tothe good, and offen. 


| ſiue to the ill; and it is iuſt chat they that 


will offende the Law, ſhould be offended 
by the Law. The doing execution vpon 


I the wicked, dooth eſtabliſh the Princes 


throane, as Salomon ſayth, Take away the. 
wicked from the K ing; his I hroane ſhall be 


| eftabliſht in iuſtice: and therfore @wiſe King 
; | ſcattereth the wicked, and cauſeth the wheels 


on 


we [914% auer them. Doing ot iuſtice 


the 


Palm. 


king vp weedes that would choake and 
rad 32. deſtroy t 


sang. trie. Samuel a good man, yet did he heaw 
14 en. Agag inpeeces, David a good King, yet did 


merci endureth for euer: for there is miſeri. 
— 4 | 


* 


the wicked, purreth the xeſt in feate that 
they dare notoffende; as it is in the ty. uf 
Deut. T hey ſhall beare, and fert, aua n 


- 


* $4 


more 3 And this exceution 
o iuſtice is not crueltie, as wicked licenti· 
ous petſons affrme, no more then in u 
Surgion to diſſect and cut off an ineura- 
ble member, which being let alone, would 
endanger the life of the whole body : or 
the killing of noyſome and hurtfull beaftes, 
cutting off ynprofitable branches, or pluc- 


dy the good corne. Moſes the mildeſt 
man that euer was on earth, yet did Moſes 
commaund the Leuites to do execution on 
their brethren that had committed Idola · 


he put the enemies of God vnder 'Sawes, 
and vnder yron Harrowes, and vndet 
Axes of yron. Nay, it is ctueltie ro the in- 
nocent, when their oppreſſours be ſuffered 
vnpuniſhed, and it is therfore called cmi. 
lis miſerccordiaz and contrariwiſe God is 
ſayd to be mercifull in doing execution on 
his enemies: He flew mighty Kinges; for his 


, GEL... 


craig kh. 


. _ 


do I-thinke it leſſe worthy commendation 
in Salomon to put Schimei to death,though 


that met his Father then fot Dauid to ſhew 
kindneſſe to the houſe of Berſcley the Giles 
alite, that releeued him in his extremitie. 
For as want of recompence doth many 
times looſe a friende: ſo want of puniſh- 
c- | mentencourageth an enemie: yea doing 
nd | iuſtice vpon euill perſons, precureth. of- 


eſt | tentimes as much loue, as the aduauncing 


ſes | thoſe that are good j che regardo-whercof 

ho ſo neglectech, will neither be Joued of 
la- | his friendes, not feared of his enemies. 
Navy, whichis greater, the wrath of Godis 
lid | many times kindled for not doing tuſtice, 
es, | as inthe examples of San and Ahab did 
et | appeare, and pacified by the execution 
in- thereof, as the putting to death of Achan, 
ed | hanging vp of Saules ſonnes, & throwing 
des nab into the Seagdorh:confirme.I graunt 
this extremitie ofdoing iuſtice, is not all- 
waycsto be vſed, and that louing of mercie 
is as needfull and behovyctull as the doing 
Ffiuſtice, and that Summum ius, is, ſumma 
4 > Ba. - ininria: 


baren, puni- 
 ſhing mercy, and ſpating crueltie. Neither 


lie Mus the firſt of all the houſe of lein 


Micha. 6. 


* 2 R 
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ixiuria? difference tliexaiore is to be mud 1 
in the offendours, an; as it is glſe where 
worthily ſayd, The former and by-paſt be- 


hauiour oſ the party is eſpecially to be con: 
ſidered. For ſome offende of weakencſlo, 
as did Aargp, in making the golden Calies 
ſome of ignorance, as did Jonathan, when 


he taſted the Hony contrary to his fathers 


raſh vowñ ſome by too much cleauing to 


_ tholethey loue, as did Amaſa in the acti · 


on of. Abſolun, and yet none oftheſe capi 


tally puniſhed. The prayer of Dauid here. 


in is an excellent rule. Be not merciſull to 


Plal.39+ them that offende of malicious wickeaneſie ; 


with which alſo agree the wordes of the 
text, He that will not doe — Cod, oc; 
implying wilfull comtempt, and not igao- 
— « And thus —— fox 
the exerution af iuſtice in general. 
Nexxto be copſidered, are the two city 
cumſtayaces hereto annexed, obſerued in 
the method of the text, of the perſons; and 


” 


ol the time «. The perſons whoſoeuer, 


that none by their greatneſſe, ſhould be 
ptiuiledged in the matters of Gods Law: 
For as it is a like giuen to all, ſo, ſhould it 


be alike obeyed of ali and this is a princiꝑal 


a4 e 
. "% * 
ah 


- 1 


equal juſtice pleaſeth the good, and ierti- 
fies the ill: for Laws ſhould not be like 


dutie of the Magiſtrate, to do euen luſtice⸗ 
Spiders webbes, to catch the Flies onely; 
andthe Swallow ſhould beare them away 
on her winges! nee 

Dat veniam coruis vexat cen ſara columbag: 


And therefore they were wont to paint 


Iuſtice blinde, intending that no reſpect of 
perſons, ſhouldbe had in iudgement; nei- 
ther doth this impugne that which was be- 
fore ſpoken: For it is to be vnderſtood of 
ſuch as ate a like guiltie, here the zeale of 
Gods glory ſnould take aa, all pattiality. 
This is that for which Aſa is commen- 
ded, in depoſing Maacha his mother from 
her regencie, becauſe ſhee had made aa 
Idol-groue; and on the contraty, the de- 
ſtruction of Eli & his houſe came, by teas 
fon of this partialitie to wardes his Sonne 
in ſuch high offences againſt the Lord. 

Tbẽ next circumſtaunce is of the time, 


without delay: not that raſhnes is doy Way 
tollerable in great exccutions, for Princes 


ſhould proceede to them as Chiryrgians 


to their cauteries and diſſeſctions; laſt, 
pal, when all other remedies haute been; firſt 
7 GT B | tty 6d, 


i Chr 1. 


Prou. 29. 


erycd ; conſidering it more honour to 2 
Prince to gaine one, then toexecute tnanys 
tor many executions to Princes, are as fu- 
ncrals to Phiſttians, medicorum macule: 
and if in common buſineſſe raſnneſſe is ſo 
hurtfull as Salomon ſayth, Seeſt than a mn 
haſtie in his matters? there is more hope of a 
foole then of him: much more in matters of 
Juſtice, vpon the due execution whereof 
ſtandes oftentimes the good of the ſtate;_ 
and ſodaine and raſhexecutions,hauc been 
hurtfull to Princes, both in too late repen- 
tance, and loſſe of their ſubiectes affeQtions, 
But the intent of this poynt, is that Princes 
ſhould not be zelous in puniſhing their 
owne wronges, and careleſſe in wronges 
done to God: and leaſt by ſlickneffe of pus 
niſhing, the wicked ſhould be incouraged, 
according to that in the 8. of Eccleſ. Becauſe 


the ſentence againſt an exillworke is not ex- 


ecuteꝶ ſpecaily, therefore the bart of the chil. 
dren of men is fully ſet in them to do wickedh, 
And laſtly, leaſt for ſlackneſſe of puniſhing 
offences done againſt God, the Lord be 
prouoked to take the cauſe into his owne 
hand to puniſh both the cuill doers for their 
offence, andthe Magiſtrats for their _ 
3 2 Deaths. 


neffe, yibich allo it ſeemed 


preached beſte thy King. 


feargd, as appeares before in the 33. verſe, 


Fer phy ſhould he be angriewith the realms 


of the King and his children? 355 
The next poynt inthe text, is the diſtri- 


bution ofthe puniſhment into particulari- 


ties, differing in degree according to the 


qualitic of the fault. For as all ſinnes ate 


not alike; ſo neither ought all puniſuments - | 


to be alike, but the compenſation of pu- 


niſhment in the ballance of Iuſtice, ſhould 


euer bold proportion with the waight of 


the fault. Of theſe, the firſt is capitall 


which being for wilful diſobedience againſt 
the law of God,the queſtion might well be 
touched of puniſhing obſtinate and wil. 
full Herctiques, profeſſed Athiſtes, vpon 
blaſphemers, Idolaters, and ſuch like with 
deaths which is both commaunded in the 


Law, Exod. 22. 20. and exempliied to v3 pt 


in the ptactiſe of os, Exod. 32 1 Af + 
2. Chr.. 13. Jaſſa, 2. Kings. 23. with many 
other in the Scripture, And whereas ſome 


do obiect. Fayth a the gift of Gods and men 


ought not to mb wanting thas 
which is not in their power i By the: fat 
realan no malefactour ſuould be puniſhed 
43 54. boy 
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Mein r 
ſor grace to doe well is the giſt of Gi. 
a welfaruyth, aides farre — of any nan 
power a fayth is. Vet the Magiſtrate doth 

not puniſh want of fayth, but either pub 
lique contempt, or lewd practiſe. Motco- ! 
uer chriſtian Princes being keepersofbotk | 
ables, ought to be as zclous againſt the 
| 'breakers of the firſt as of the ſecond: and ſo 
much tore, becauſe the firſt concern more 
nerrely the glory of God, which ought 
to be of higher acvompt then their owne | 
lines. As for the argument here againſt out 
of the parable of the tates, it is not wort 
the anſwering, ſeeing by the tares is not 
meant Heretiques only, but all the vngod - 
1y as Chriſt humſelte doth expound it. 
In the reſt ofthe puniſhments that deſ- 
cen] from the higheſt to the loweſt; I 
oncly obſerue, that contempt againſt the 
ſmalleſt poynt of Gods la ſhould not be 
ynpuniſhed : for, Qui contemnit minim fc 
anlatimruit in grauiora. And thus much | 
for the firſt part of this Scripture, contay- 
ning the decree of the King for the good 
ofthe Church: Now followes the thankes þ 
fulneſſe of Bæra for ſo great and valooked - 
een And. eee Þ 
151 > tis | 
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hans therm to ſeeke & further the aduancement 
dork: | of Gods glory: ſo in this we all may ſee a 
pub»: patterne of our dutie, when we inioy 
tco- | ſuch great mercies from the Lord. For as 
both the beſt Sacrifice a ſubie ct can offer to his 
the Soueraigne, is obediences ſo the beſt Sacri- 
dſo | | fice both Soueraigne and ſubiect can offer 
dare to God, is thankfulneſſe: He that offereth 
Iprinſe, be bonoureth me, ſaith the Lord in the 
ne o. Pſalme. But this age grower like the 
out Heathen, who when they knew God, did 
Yb tot glorify him as God, neither were thank- 
not full. Rom. r. Like the nine Leapers that bee- 
od- ing clenſed, neuer turned backe to giue 
Ithankes: and yet few ages or people haue 


deſ- had greater cauſe then we ofthis age & na- 
I ltom, to be thankful to God, whoſe mercics 


baue bin and are fo infinite towardes vs. 
War greater benefite then the enioying 
ſoftrue religion For had we all the world, 
Find beeing ignoraunt of the true God, 
mould looſe our ſoules, we were moſt mi- 
od ſſerable: yet hath not the Lord only giuen 
nd continued this vnto vs, but euen when 
red wee moſt feared both the loſſe of it and 
all Pur peace together, the Lord bee 
| u 


ha bleſsiag vpon vs, as had an Ang 

from — it before it — | 
paſſe, he ſhould ſcarce haue been belecued, 
For it was contrary to our merite, aboug 

our hope, and beyonde all calculation off 
humane reaſon, True it is, the bleſsings are}, 
the ſame we enioyed in our late Sous. 
raignes time, but then ſeaſoned with the 
bitter pill of -Feare to looſe them : now 
our hopes do promiſe the future happing; 
ofthem to our poſteritie: which, if ouiſi 
ſinnes do not hinder good things from vn 
ſhall no doubt be accompliſhed. For now 
the two pecces of wood fo long disioy i 
ned, mentioned in the 37. of Erech. wee 
alſo may ſay, are made one in the hand « 
our Soueraigue: Now is that made one inf, 
goucrnment, which Nature had made ong p 
in ſituation: now the two brethren 104b & i 
Aliſlai may helpe one another: Nay u 
which is more, we are that threefold gableſ a 
which being well twiſted, will not eaſilyſ d 
be broken; and theſe are great cauſes aſſe 
thankfulneſſe. Further, in the perſonof oui. 
Soueraigne, we haue as great cauſe to ſi 
praiſe the Lord, in that not onely his Ma- fe 
jeſtie indued with excellent morall ver- fe 


— — 
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Angel wes, bur a zelous — n 
me ta ſef che trueth and ſinoerſtie of the Goſpels 
ecued rom which neither hopes, feares, or per- 
ou vaſions, could euer remooue him: but as "7 
ion oi god had ordained him to be fo, we doubt 
TY not but he euer will bea true and worthy 
Jou ficfender of che Chriſtian fayth . And now 
th theſ}aQly (for the time will not ſerue me to re- 
non peære all cauſes of thankfulnes) this good- 
ppineſſ peſſe of God, in the middeſt of fo great 
out 3 to remember mercie, and to ſtay 
mM YI the hand of his ſtriking Angel, that ſo lately 
r now path executed the ſentence of death vpon 
lis ioy ſo many of out brethren, both in the head 
b. Wet] Citie ofthis kingdome, and in many other 
and of partes of this land: they were all by Na- 
one inſ ture as good as weey bought with theſame 
de onef price, and we haue no leſſe offended God 
04b de then they. The ſtaying then of this iudge- 
Nay; ment ſhould mooue vs all to thankfulnes, 
| gable chat our lives, and the liues of our, bre- 
cafil chren that remaine, are yet pretious inthe 
ſes ol eycsofthe Lord: neither can we yet be 
of ous ecure, conſidering the fire of God diſplea- 
uſe 19] ſure is not ſo quenched, but that we may 
feare a kindling againe of the ſame a freſn: 
for the wrath of the Lord is not wholly 


turned 


| yets 
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tutned away, but his hand is ſtretched ouſo 
ſtill, becauſe the people returnerh not tiſi 
him that ſmiteth them, neither doe rheyſ# 
feeke the Lord: ſo that we may iuſtly feareſ 
leaſt for our vnthankefulneſſe the ſecondgſi 
judgement be greater theo the former 
And herein the example of Ezecbia wouldÞ 
not be forgotten, who hauing recclued} 
great favour from God, did not render to 
the Lord againe according to the benefite}I® 
fo that wrath came vpon him, 2. Chrom. 34 ' 
£5. The Lord ſanctiſie our harts, tliat theſaſ 
thinges may be better remembred and resÞ® 
garded then they haue been, and this lon 
ger time of repentance that the Lord hath 
giuen vs, may be thankfully acknowledged; 2 
and layde hold on to eternall life. 4 
This thanke ſgiuing may be diſtributed m 
into ewo partes: To whom it is giuen, and m 
for vrhat. la the firſt e ſee what hath euer ſt 
been the practiſe ofthe godly, who when 
they haue receiuedany great benefit, haue ſo 
neither their eyes (like children) alwayes ol 
fixed on the gyftꝭ nor like carnall men, ou Ip. 
the meanes by which it was giuen themę |9) 
but their fayth rayſeth their conſiderati- [8 
ons higher: namely, to the Lord, from p 


| —=prevbediefiverie ting. 
ed oufwhomall good Gn dacome VWiketa 
not they conſider of Gods loue towards them, 
e they vlich ſtirreth vp in them loue to kim a. 
ſeate line: his hearing their prayers, which 
ond Noth animate themtopray,Pſel.r16.t,and, 
mens trueth in his promiſes for the ſtrengthe- 
voulaſbing and encreaſing of their fayth; And 
eſueilbereof is it that Ezra calleth the Lord the 
der told of our Fathers, in regarde of his coue- 
nefite⸗ ſoant made with them. So as by this maner 
1. 3 lelſpeaking, it appeares he lookes to the 
theſolromiſe the Lord made with the Fachers 
d reiſſor their teturne from captiuitie, & the ſet- 
lon- ting vp againe af his worſhip amongſt 
hath chem; which in this edict ofthe King he 
Aged aw ſo fully periited and accompliſhed, 

Aud ſurely the conſideration hereof js 
utc much worth, and of holy edifying in our 
and ſmeditations of heaut᷑ly things, to confirme 
euer Jour aſſurance of Gods ptomiſes hereafiet 
hen o be accompliſhed to vs, by the experience, Ss 
haue l of his faythfulneſſe and goodneſſe paſt} as 
ayer of preſeruation jn / affliction, ſtrepgth-for 
1, on |perſcuerance, the teſurtęction of our ho · 
em dyes, and whatſouer promiſes remaine yct 
rati⸗ ſaccomplyſhed. But theſe thinges are ſo 
rom playne, they neede no further e e 7 
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t. Hophim m 
It followes in the Text, which bath ge 
put in the Kinges hart. Heere is thetoog 
whence this benefite came, next follow- eg 
Pro. u. a. the benefite it ſelfe. The Kinges hart (fa 2 


| 
Salomon) in the hand of the Lord as theridld 
ners of water : he turneib it whither four 
pleaſeth bim. For if ve can not thinke ouſt 
good thought without the motion of Gadſn 
ſpirit, much more are purpoſes of ſuch] 
eat and wonderfull conſequence, as tali 
5 ing of Gods houſc, and furtheri 15 1 
of his wor ſhippe and ſeruice, the ſpeciaſſi 
worke of God himſelfe. In which poynſſ be 
I would note a double vſe; one fot outfo! 
ſelues, that we knowing how many totiſſu 
tations Princes are ſubiect to, by reaſon olfct 
iheſe two great ſaculties of ſinne, wealthy] (x 
and authoritie, e ene it our comp: 
nuall practiſe co pray for our Soueraigue 
— — will ga him his Ts. 1 
and righteouſneſſe, that the Lord will pat] F. 
in his Maieſties hart all good motiong 1c 
purpoſes and reſolutions, for the aduance;| I. 
ment of his glory, and good of his people a 
and that his hart may neuer be corrupred;| . 
either wich pleaſures or flatterers ( tho fi 
bane of many Princes) to choake thoſiſ th 
ee | | gC 957 


; preached beforethe King, 
bath good ſeedes betorethey — to ripe- 
*bookfrefle of perfection. Neither ſhould the 
owe great hopes we haue in good and vertuous 
(faytQPrinces,make vs careleſſe herein. For Sa- 
eien had many excellent vertues, yet 
wealth and p eaſure had welny wholly ex- 
te ono ſunguiſned them. 7045 being alwayes tray- 
f Godſned vp in religion, had a hart well diſpoſed, 

ſuchſ till he was drawen away by the Princes of 
as tha, as appeares in the 2. of Chro 24.17, 
eringſ The ſeconde is, that Princes themſclucs 
xecialfhould conſider what purpoſes they haue 
poynſ bad heretofore for the good ofthe Church 
t ou of God, and to take heede they ſuffer not 
/ teuiſſuch motions of Gods ſpirite to be quen- 
ſon oſſched in them. For if in their lower eſtate, 
caltih (with David) they haue made vowes and 
;omblpromiſes, which no doubt the Lord did 
rgng put in their hartes, he will now looke at 
dete their handes for the payment of them: 
ill put For when God hath graunted the ſuite, he 
ions loo kes for the performance of the promiſe. 
anch Imight enlarge this poynt 3 but to the wile 
opla] a word is ſufficient. Ihe 7-1 
pred] The next poynt in our text, is the bene- 
(the fire for which Exra is thankefull, namely, 
hols! the beautitying of Gods houſe : an vn- 
50 h ſpeakable 


ſpeakcable comfort which the Chureh oi 
God receiued by this Monarke: Is which 
wee may obſerue, ere wee come to the 
maine poyn, that Eæra is firſt thankefull 
forthe good of the Church, before heg 
mention the fauour and preferment dong, 
to himlelfe : An argument vndoubtediy 
ofzeale and loue to the Church of God, as, 
eſteeming more the Churches good, then 
his owne . This affectionate zeale was in 
e Moſes, who rather then the Lord ſhould ; 
caſt oft the lewes, deſired to be blotted out 
ofthe Booke of life: And in the Apoſtle. 
Paul, that wiihed himſelſe ſeparated from 


Chriſt, it that might haue gained the com 

uertion of the lewes his brethren, But ſure· 

ly this care for the Church is now ſo rare, 

on we may iuſtly complaine with the ir 

| poſtle, All men ſeeke their owne,no mag, 
8 that which is Ieſus Chriſtes. a 


Hoy many are there that could well be n 
content that Churches were turned to rub - \, 
biſh, ſo as out of them they might builde y 
them (clues glorious houſes? that they | g 
might fatte the bodyes of their poſteritie, 
though with the ſtaruing of thouſand of |, 
ſoules? But the time will not ſuffer 2 4 0 
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bee] Padl Tpeaketh in the firft Chapter to he 


the waſhing of water through the 


then | lor ion Church ; not having ſporte' of Bles 


as in 


miſb. txt. Ofthis beautie mention 6 made 


ould} in the 55. Pſalm. T be Ringes daughter in all 


d out 


lerlous within, And this is the beautie ſpo- 


— en of inthe 70. of Erechiel, I how waſt pers 


ſure · 


pete ek Akers for Ihernſe, and Sacre? : 


feet through my beautie, that 1 bad put i pon 


thee. Alſothe Church faith Cant. i. though 
ele ce ſeeche many times like the 
tentes of Keuar, ſhee is iu deede (meaning 
inwardly) like Safonrons Tapiſttie. The o: 
ther beautie of the Church is external, and 
this was figured by the glory of the Taber- 
nade firft, and of the Temple aſtel warde: 


where all thoſe Ceremoniall ordinattes 
were fer out to the eye in moſt glorious 


ſhow: the Mercie- ſcate, the Arke,the Tx. 
ble with Shew-bread, the Candleſtickes' 
with'lightes;the Lauer, the ſiluer Trim 


; i, - 


themſclues , the glorious garmentes of 


Aaron, and ſuch like : by which thinges 
were then repreſented in figure, that which 
afterward was really performed, as the ſa - 
crifice, righteouſneſſe, and mediation of 


Chriſt;the perpetuall vſe of the miniſterie | 


inthe Church, forthe preſeruation of ſound 
——_— and Ferre” -- _ ofthe Sacra» 
mentes, the c of publique prayer 
with a perpetual conſeruation of theſe or- 
ders by a godly & religious gouerument. 

This externall beautie among other pla- 
ces, is moſt excellently ſet out in the 4. 
Chap. ot Salomons ſong, vrhere the eyes of 
the Church, ſignifying her knowledge in 
heauenly thinges, are compared to Doues 
eyes: fayre for their excellencie, chaſte for 
their puritie, being not corrupted with vn- 
cleanneſſe of mens traditions : her haire 
Alike a flocke of Goates on mount Gilead; 
ſignifying the populous afſemblics of the 
faychfullrothe worſhip of God. Her teeth 
like a flocke of Sheepe in good order,com- 
ming from the waſhing, cucry one bring- 
ingtwins; meaning the Miniſters and Pa- 
ſtors ofthe church likened tothe teeth, he- 
cauſe they breake the bread of life to the. 


Church 
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the 
teeth 
-0M- 
10g- 
1 Pa- 
h,be- 
the. 


urch 


Tl. Church orderly in the courſe ot their mini- 


ſterie, waſhed in godlines of conuerſation, 
and fruitfull in winning ſoules vnto Chriſt. 
Her lippes like a threed of Scarlet, meaning 
thereby the publique profeſs ion of religi- 


onby the Church, whenthe mouth confeſ- 


ſth vnto ſaluation, ſpeaking ſuch things as 
may miniſter grace to the hearers. Her 
neeke as the Tower of Dauid, a thouſand 
Shildes hanging in it meaning the gouern- 
ment of the Church, by which thoſe excel - 
lent thinges of the miniſtetie & profeſsion 
are ſupported and preſerued in puritic. 
And laſtly, her two breaſtsz meaning there- 
by the ſound doctrine of trueth gathered 
out of the two Teſtamentes; the olde and 
the new. ; TY 
But vrhat ſhall we need to ſeeke further 
chen this decree of Artaſhaſhre?vnto which 
this thankeſgiuing bath relation, to vnder- 
ſtand whar is the adorning & beautify ing 
of the Church. Wi herein is firſt contained 
libertie for Gods people to profeſſe true religs- 
en in his Church : next, gouernoars ſtabli- 
Jhed for the Church Ages eee of 
the Church: fourthiy, the ſacrifices according 
to thi lam: Ihen all ornaments for the cerẽ 
- Cz. moͤniall 


maundement of Cod ought to be eſtabliſteu. 
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moniall worſhip, and whatſoener by the cm- 


Freedome of taxation for the Priefles and 
Leuites. A ſpeciall commaundewent for 
the teaching and inſtruction of the people. 
So that nothing can be deſired for the beau- 
rifying of the Church, but is here either 
generally comprehended, or particularly 
expreſſed. And this is that,that maketh the 
Cburch beautifull as Tirza, faire as the 
Moone, cleere as the Sunne, and tirrible as 
an Armie with Banners, when theſe holy 
orders are thus eſtabliſned. This is that 
holy beautie of the publique aſſemblies 
mentioned in the 770. Pſalme. This is that 
beautie which Dauid calleth the beautfe of 
the Lord, Pſal.27. where he ſayth, One 
thing haue 1 deſired of the Lord, that I will 
require,exen that | may dwell in the houſe of 
. the Lord allthe dayes of my life tu bebold the 
Beautie of the Lord, and to uiſit the Temple. 
For it was not the outward ornamentes of 
the Tabernacle that drew his affection, 


bur thoſe things that were by them repre· 


ſented and figured. So that the beautie of | 
the Church is then moſt cleere and glori- 
ous, When the reuerend Biſhops gouerne 

| care- 


ophint m, 


a. Re 


preached before the King, 


carefully, and preach faythſully, who are 


therefore worthy of double honoure: the 
Paſtors vigilant to watch ouer their flocke, 


reaching in ſeaſon & out of ſeaſon, publice Aden se. 


er per ſingulas domes, openly and through 
eucry houſe : When the Saboathes are 
ſanctifyed with the morning and euening 
ſacrifyce of prayer and preaching : where 
the whole congregations as one man al- 
ſemble to worſhip the Lord: where the 
Sacramentes are duely miniſt red, and the 
people prepared to them by Catechizing 
and exhortations, ſo that holy thingcs are 
not giuen to dogges: and where a carefull 
1 keepes all theſe in good or- 

- 

Vnco all which the example of Chri- 
ſtian Princes being added, is as a rich iewell 
in the attire of Chriſtes ſpouſe, when like 
Dauid they thinke it no diſgrace themſelues 
to entertatne the Lordes Arke, to keepe 
his Sabaoths, and frequent holy aſſemblics: 


as to our great comfort, u e ſce at this day, 
vo in deed as they haue teceiued moſt of 


God, ſnould be molt for warde to doc him 

ſeruice. This giues honour to God, com- 

fort to his chuldren, encouragement to his 
a Ln 
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miniſters, and iuſt diſgrace to all contem - 
ners. There are many otherwiſe affected 
touching this poynt of beautifying the 
Church, as if tkeſe things before mentio- 
ned, were not ſufficient to adorne the ſame. 
For the Schiſmaticall ſeparation of the 
Browoiſts is fo farre from becing content 
heerewith, that they accompt all chriſtian 
congregations prophanc Synagogues, be- 
cauſe they be not framed by the modell of 
6 
Another fort vnder pretence of refor- 
mation, would haue the dignities in the 
Church taken away, ſpoyling her of all 
ſuch endowmentes and pa:rimonies as 
haue been beſtowed ypon her by deuout 
progenitors, that they might ſacriligiouſſy 
diuide amongſt them her ſpoyles, as the 
Sauldiers did the gatments ol Chriſt, 

A third ſott(pretending the faire colour 
of quiet and contentment) affirme that it 
would adde much to the beautie of the 
Church, if a tolleration of a falſe worſhip 
of God were allowed: then which nothing 
could more pollute the Sanctuarie of the 
Lord. Ot all which, I only thus conclude, 
Blęſed be the Lord God of orr fathers, who 


„ 


Kyle ofthe i for the one, 


. 5 nt Erg, | 
hath ſo pur in the Kinges hart, io publiſh and 
bold o conflant reſolution againſt then, 

One poynt in this worke of beaurifying 
che Church is further to be obſerued, 
namely, that it be according to the com: 
maundement of God:which may be gathe- 
red out of theſe words,which'is at lerufalems. 
For had the King bin ſo liberall in beauti- 
fyin an other Fm 1 in building any 
other then that which God had appoyn- 

ted, as afterward Sanbatat did vpon mount 
Gerixim, it had bin abhominatiom before 
the Lord, becauſe the Lord had comman- Pear 
ded, Not in enery place, cc. We muſt there- 
fore i in this worke keepe cloſe to that 
which is before ed in the edit, 
Whatſorver it by the commanndement of the 
God of hekuen : For wharſoeucr in Gods 

worſhippe is not from that foundation, 

(feeme it neuer ſo glorious with man) is 

abhomination before the Lord. There are 

many wayes ſeeme right in theeycs of man 

which the Lord neuer approveth of. 

Gmion meant well to make an Ephod, 
the matter a memorialtof his victorie, be- 


ing the Earcsinges of the Iſinaeütet, and 


ir: bur hong 6 
theſe eln. eee. 
were not commaunded of Gad. To beau 
... .tific the Church therefqre with gogd in- 


rentes, is like the. Altat of _{haz, which, 
was ſo farrgoff fram beaurifying the Tem- 


= thatit c pgllure$ig; like the paynting af 


the face, which is ofirre from 
the loue of the wile bebolder, s Kay wt 
brecdeth a ſuſpition of thoſe that vſe it, 
rs they haue pudicitians. venalon, In 
this worke therefore of beautitying the 
Church we muſi looke to two thinges, 
the action, aud the end: cheaftion, that it 
be commaunded of God for in his ſeruice 


he hateth all mens inuentions . The ende, 


that it be done to Gods glory, leaſt we; be: 
like choke erholpor e the Aar, of 
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k och, ond — ing in 


eee es Church 


of chat poore Kiogdome of Ireland, Pe 
now wean. oy it is in Salowons 
Wee haves little Sifter, and fee bath 1 
Er ball vr doe for aur Sifter, 
—— ſhe be ſpaken for ? Nay we may Exckazy 
ey as the 2 acc. ſpeaketh, cm sse 
fone berg tins oh «Aigiptys, the « Egiptiens 
uſed the breaſtes f her virginitie : For 
not oncly is their: wealth waſted with the 
ſume of their owne rebellion, but (Which 
is more grecuons) their ſoules poyſoned 
with Idolatrie anderrour, The ſedueing 
Ieſuites and Seminaries haue in a manner 
wholly preuayled, and haue made fo large 
aharueſt as (che open probeſs ion and pubꝰ 
lique ſetting vp of Idolatrie excepted) it is 
he not motę in the middeſt of Spaine. This 
<5: hath come to paſſe, for the molt part, 
it Jthrough-the negligence and vnfaythlul- 
ce neſſe of the Watchmen, who (as it is in 
- [the parable of the ſower) when they ſhould 
haue kept the Fielde, ſlept, and the enuious 
Ee haue been more diligent to 
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ſow Tares, then they wereto preſence the 
Gn aq ror — f 

ythfull nor pal t asainatc on M 
pa, and as a net ſpread ypon Tabor not the]; 
net of Peter to catch ſoules, but the net ef j 
profit to get gaine: the net whereof Haba: 
enckſpeaketh , They catch it into their net, 
and gather it into their barne. Diners hold a 
reuerend places in that Church that are vn: i 
worthy of the meaneſt roomes, blynde a 
guides, that were neuer acquainted with] v 

the thinges of God: others like 1ſecher, af a 
ſtrong Aſſe cowching downse berweenef 

ewo burthens, finding reſt good, and the 

land pleaſant. Sotharthefountaines of li- 

uing water (that ſnould haue run continu. 
ally) being dried vp, the poore wretches 
haue digged to themſelues broken pittes 
that can hold no water. How many Chur - 
ches in that kingdome wirhout either prai- 
er or reading the Scripture? How many 
heapes of rubbiſh where Churches ſtood? 

So that thoſe places which deuout Aunce · 

ſtors built for the ſeruice of God, a pro- 
phane poſterity hath turned into ruines. 

And this Church ſcituate in a fertile coun- 


cy, conſiſting ofa wittie and valiant peo- 
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8 eached before be Ting. 
ue the le delelnded (aper mrs, of the 
er bin Einesof our owne progenitors that might 
1 M for beautie haue bin like Salamons tapiſtry, 
ot thef is blacke as the tentes of Tedar, and filthy as 
net of thoſe that haue lyen among the pots. 
Haba Now if vnto this happy peace, to hich 
nei, ¶ at laſt that Kingdome is fo well reduced 
holdſ and ſetled, there could be ioyned a recoue- 
re vn· ring of their ſoules, to the true knowledge 
lynde as worſhip of God, O how acceptable it 
with] would be to the Lord, and memorable to 
ber, af all poſterities i And ſhall it be thought im- 
een poſible? no ſurely. Doe the leſuittes boaſt 
d theſ of the conuerting of Indians & Americans, 
of li · and ſhall we neglect the conuerting of our 
tinu ·¶ brethren? Was it poſsible to conuert their 
tchesf progenitors from Paganiſme, and ſhall ir 
pites be holden impossible to reducetheſe to the 
hur · embracing of the tructh > Could ſeducers 
prai-] peruert them, & cannot we conuert them? 
nany Negligence loſt them, why ſhould not di- 
oof ligence recouer themry © 
ince - Were carefull Biſhoppes and faythfull 
pro- ¶ teachers planted, ſeducers remooued, and 
ines. compulſion to heare eſtabliſhed, no doubt 
in ſhort time a happy effect would follow, 
Sea hoc opus, hic labor eff, and yet what is 


t. Hopkins Sermon 


ſo hardm, bur diligent labor may oucrcomg| bc 


A 
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And what(in this kind) isimpoſiible for 
mighty Prince to bring to paſſe? If the 


two fieſt were put iu practiſe, the thinde 


would not be difficult, It is recorded. 
Eagar,one of the Kings of England before 
the Conqueſt, that fynding the Conarry 
much annoyed with Wooines, he cauſed 
Ludwallas Prince of Wales, to pay himg 
yeerely trybute of 300, YV aolucs: which 
was ſo long performed, till not a Woolf 
was left in England. Would to God our 
Soueraigne, of the Ieſuiticall VV oolues 
that ſpoyle Chriſtes ſheepe in any of hit 
highneſſe Kingdomes, had ſuch a trybute, 
till they were left ſo few that a child might 
tell them, Theſe ate thoſe Foxes of which 
the Spouſe complayneth in the 2. Chapter 
of Salemons ſong , Take for vs the Foxts, 
. the little Foxes that deſtroy the Vines: Theſe 
are thoſe Locuſtes that haue hairclike wo- 
men, but teeth like Lyons faces like men, 
but tayles like Scorpions: and we muſt 
take heed leaſt by much tollerating of theſe 
and their like, our whole ſtate become like 
the feete of Nabuchadnezars image, part 
yron & part clay, which ill agreei 
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preached bifore the King, © 
e — — time. 
And till theſe, and their complices be bani- 
ſded, or otherwiſe remooued, we muſt ne- 
uct looke for good e to the Goſpell, 
or freedome from complotments of trea- 
fon. And the taking away of ſuch ſpots 
and blemiſhes, will be a great furtheraunce 
tothe beautifying of the Church, Tothe 
img | perfyting of which worke, the Lord God 
of heauen and earth ſo direct & bleſſe out 
xolfs | Soucraigne, that the glory of the ſeconde 
[our | Temple vnder his gouernment, may be 
lues greater then the glory of the former; and 
f his | that this poore Church of Ireland that his 
ute, Maieſtie findes of Bricke, may be built of 
Marble, and this of Fngland that our late 
hich | Soucraige left of Marble, may be beautify- 
prer | <4 with Gold: to the glory of God, the 
vet. comforting of his children, diſappoynting 
4 — of Icſuiticall hopes: and that his Maieſtie 
vo | after fulneſſe of dayes heere on earth, may 
ian. for euer enioy the glorious beautie of the 
x} | heauenly Teruſalem, with the preſence of 
eſe | Chriſt: co whom, with the Father, and the 
Holy-ghoſt, be all honour, prayſe, and 
glory, for euer. Amen. | 
FINIS. 
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